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LARGE TURKEY. CROP IN PROSPECT, 


armers are raising 41,107,000 turkeys wailed. year, 29 percent more than last 
year, according to a preliminary estimate of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 


This is the second largest crop of record, being exceeded only .by. the 1945 
crop of 44 million birds. This year's large crop follows three years of sharp de- 
creases -—-— 8 percent in 1946, .14 percent in 1947. and 9 percent in 1948. Growers 


in 1948 enjoyed a seller's market, Turkeys were in shart supply and prices ob- 


tained were the highest of record. 


Feed prices began to decline in May 1948 and by the spring of 1949 foed prices 
were cheaper than a.year earlior, by more than a dollar per 100 pounds, These 
conditions brought about. pede. interest in turkey production, attracting new- 
comers tothe at LEY as well as the "in-and-out" producers who were ovt of the | 
turkey business; TAB newcomers are generally beginning on a small. scale. They are, 
nevettheless, one of the factors responsible for the heavy death losses eA poults 
this year, Most of tho States réport a loss much heavier than last year's light 
losses and heavier than average. The larger producers tended to hold their opera- 
tions to a relatively small increase. Demand for poults continued strong through 
the entire hatching season ending in June. 


All States are producing a larger turkey crop than a year ago, ranging from an 


. increase of 3 percent in New York to 121 percent in Arkansas. California, 


the leading turkey State, has the largest crop of record, . Increases by regions’ 
were 38 percent in the South Central States, 36 percent in the West North Central, 
$5 percent in the South Atlantic, 26 percent in the Western,.25 percent in the 


Hast North Central, and 10 percent in the North Atlantic States, 


The 1949 season began with 33 percent more breeder hens on farms. The hatchine 
season started carly and continued strong through Junc. Sufficient hatching eggs 
were available to meet demands, Hatcheries reporting operations this sceson pro- 


duced 58 percent more poults than in 1948. - These ‘hatcheries produced about one- 


third of the total number of poults hatched in 1949; - Figures on hatchery poult 
production are published as reported and” are not official estimates of the sizo of 
the crop. . As an indication of turkeys raise +d, the €cath loss ‘of ‘Soults and -the 
percentage of poult crop produced. in hatcheries must be considered, Both these 
factors show,year-to-year variations. Poult losses are-mainly influenced by manage- 


ment. and weather and show an.up-and-down relationship to these factors. On the 


other hand, commercial hatcheries year after year are producing a larger and larger 
perecntage of the total poult crop. In years like 1949, when a large number of 
beginners are entering the field, the.percentage of the pnoult crop produced. by . 
hatcherics increases.sharply. Compared with last year, hatcherics reporting showed 
an increase in hatchings of 69 percent in March,. 43 po Gant in April, 48 percent in 
May, and 45 percent. in June. In February, asnally a relatively light month for 
hatching, the output was threo times as tere as a year earlicr, 


Farmers have exceeded by 4 Pod their February intentions to produce a crop 
25 percent larger than last year. 


BARLY MARKETINGS EXPSOTED 


Growers, if they carry out their February intentions, will market about 25.7 
percent of their jin October or earlicr.. Last year growers indicated in carly 
August that they expected to market 23 percent of their birds during the period, 
but actually sold 19.5 percent. Last year, however, turkey prices were on an up~ 
ward trend, giving growers an incentive to hold back on marketings. This year 
prices have beon on a downward trend, so that early marketings may possibly cxceed 
intentions. Aside from price considerations, there has beon a steady trend toward 
sarlior marketings, because flocks of early birds are less liable to storm losses, 
are cagicr to raise and have smaller death losscs. 


Turkey growers expect to market 38.1 percent of their crop in November, com- 
yared with the 40.1 percent marketed in November last ycar.. Marketings to the.end 
of November are expected to be about 63,8 percent of the crop, compared with 59.6 
percent last year. This year's intended marketings in December and January or 
lator, of 28.5 percent and 7.7 percent, respectivoly, are well below last year's 
marketings of 31.2 percent and 9.2 percent, respectively, for these months. 


In 1949 if growers intentions are realized and farm consumption is about aver- 
age, the number marketed would be about 10,3 million birds in October or earlicr, 
15.3 million in November, 11.5 million in December and 3.1 million in January or: 
later, Last year's 6.1 million turkeys were marketed in October or carlier, 12.4 
million were sold in November, 9.7 million in December, and 2.9 million in January 
or later, The 1943-47 average number of turkeys marketod was 6.6 million in 
October or earlier, 14.2 million in November, 11.5 million in December, and 4,6 
million in January or later, Production of early turkeys 1s increasing in all 
regions of the country. Intended marketing of the 1949 crop in October or earlicr, 
by regions, are 37 percent in the West North Central States, 30 percent in the south 
Atlantic, 27 percent in-the Western, 17 percent in North Atlantic, 16 percent in 
the East North Central and 14 percent in the South Central States. 

The United States Department of Agriculture has announced a program for the 
support of producer prices of live turkeys at a national average price of about 31 
cents a pound. 


PROPORTION OF TURKEY CROP MARKETED IN DIFFERANT MONTHS 
(Reporters! averages) 
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N, Atlantic Les0 45.1 led Oost 16.7 41.0 Boer 8.6 
E.N, Central Lose 45,1 Sle Rie, 5.1 16,5 44.7 35o3 S36 
W.N. Central bout 40.6 21.8 5.4 37.4 Bio APS Bee 
S. Atlantic akeo 58.43 Bas at Bh 2950 34.35 29.9 6.2 
S. Central 6.5 3940 S76 14,6 13.8 Bois): 35.0 12.2 
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The following table on United» State's marketing of turkeys for the years 
1940 through 1949 shows clearly the trend toward early marketing tse: The 
October or esrlier marketings show 4 Pairly: consistant unward trend: from 
the 8.8 percent of the crop for 1940 to 25e7 percent im 1949s 


PROPORTION OF UNITED “STATES TURKEY 
CROP, MARKETED -IN DIFFH RENT sIONTHS 
‘(Revorters!' avera gos) 


Year _ Oct. or : Kovember ‘ December : Jane or later 
eri ae a ation ee ROMS Leo) aS | CIS SCG Ses. Pes eels hae Sag em OTe eR A 
; : Percent eae Sou 
1949 1/ 2507 38ol 2805 ToT 
1948 : 19.5 - 4001 S122 962 
1947° 1958 4065 ae Ta 
1946 - 2255 3607 28.4 126 
1945 19.6 3654 30.0 1240 
1944 16.6 38.7 3069 13:8 
194% 10.1 AT et 3502 Leu6 ie 
1942 11.8 411 35-3 108 
1941 G5 39.8 38.9 128 
1940 8.8 4261 36.9 1242 
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1/ Marketing intentions for 1949. 


TURKEYS RAISED ON FaRMS 1949, WITH COMPARISONS : 
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Number Raised 


Dace BON a VE SEAN ASIRI SS BERRA Oe ee eee ns ee bes 

and : Average 2 ,; 3 a : cag vf tindiceted +1949 ais % 
Division 2 195éeie0( a 188) 4 fant MAMige mee tes ieee aay 

Thousands Percent 

Mee 48 51 50 37 48 130 
Neile 61 75 73 61 69 | 113 
Vte ak a 174 "137 100 121 127 
Masse 254 333 316 307 335 109 » 
Rare 25 33 33 et 34 110 
Conne 124 212 178 178 206 116 
NeXe 446 756 741 763 785 103 
Neds 171 405 364 328 410 125 
Pee 2 BRB eg ie Ee ses NG oe pg ieee eee 109 
Me Bho ET i eg Oe a PSA Manresa 110 
Ohio 844 1,155 1,213 1,031 1,237 120 
Ind. 474 1,081 919 919 1,241 135 
Ille 588 1,152 1,129 1,016 1,118 110 
Miche 544 932 867 780 1,014 130 
Wk ee OO a SU es ee a OR eras ae SOM as 
Be Ne CENT. ¢  BiSOl ne, 958 ot BGT) AOS ee ee ae 125 
Minne 2,872 €,019 3,537 2,759 3,752 13 
Lows 1,809 3,208 2,566 1,899 2,659 140 
Mo 1,386 1,746 1,320:-<s. aged 1,572 120 
NeDek, 1,225 926 833 500 825 165 
SeDrke 870 A21 ee 206 288 140 
Nebre 846 970 873 716 931 130 
LS One Led eames) een ests eS Ly Oriel OLIN LY aa RSE 1 
Wa Ne CENT. 2 By 875 R186 LO, ONT ee eee a 136 
Dele 104 91 68 61 70 115 
Mae 411 466 396 321 417 130 
Vae 861 1,331 Ly LB 1,221 1,526 125 
W.Vae 268 437 398 498 682 137 
Watts 256 421 379 360 426 135 
Sls 201 420 357 446 714 160 
Gas 130 182 182 187 299 160 
I ie ci wl tu A ie a ea ee Hh ea esc 115 
SecA Tle a By SRO oo By hOG sk gen ee age eee eee ae 155 
Kye 302 220 165 173 216 126: 
Tenne 185 175 140 140 182 130 
Ales 143 151 128 122 14 120 
Misse 120 85 72 76 o5 125 
Arke 124 129 85 70 155 221 
Lae 58 48 5 46 58 127 
Oklae 1,204 652 582 365 456 125 
(ier a Oo seer Pes TaeMleeetag cab Wee ae Nhs AE La SER 1208 
8 Oy ae pA SB BON i ae Oe ls ala) At eee eee 158 
Monte 230 170 119 113 130 115 * 
Idaho 274 239 191 141 268 190 
WyOe0 209 156 131 118 124 105 
Colos g54 900 702 562 759 135 
NeMexe 71 88 94 94, 103 110 
Arize 82 87 71 50 60 120 
Uteh 1,092 1,332 1,039 1,049 1,343 128 
Neve 5} 26 3 30 32 105 
Washe 8él 1,303 Pee 1,065 1,118 105 
Oroge 1,85 2,049 1,639 1,475 1,593 108 
Celi ee Be BOh oo gp Bh 2 we ee hae eee 6,555 _ _ _ _ 1385 
west, ~~ 7 5,108  ~ “1,000 _ 5,a0n 9,408 Rigas 
Vase ee SLL AO RRR ROTO Sea, ore ee Tan 


lf Revised. 2/ Preliminary estimates as of August 1, 1949. 
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